Acute abdomen. Special considerations for the neurologically and immunologically impaired child.
The neurologically or immunologically impaired child suspected of having an acute abdomen presents a formidable challenge. However, a thorough understanding of the underlying pathophysiology of the disease on the normal host response to an intraabdominal disease permits early recognition and initiation of treatment. Classic findings of the acute abdomen are the exception rather than the rule. These children require constant vigilance and repeated examination. Radiographic studies should be used early and often. The advent of minimally invasive surgical techniques offers the opportunity to intervene early both diagnostically and therapeutically. Ultimately, however, the best outcomes will be achieved by those who employ sound surgical judgment and avoid unnecessary therapeutic delay owing to inexperience, inattention, or indecision.